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Mystical, magical and spiritual in Hegel’s teaching on the religion of witchcraft

The religion of witchcraft appears in Hegel as the first historical form of religion, in which the moment of 
immediacy of the spiritual, fundamentally important for religious relations, and the processes of its mediation initially 
appear as external to each other. Therefore, the magical attitude to the spiritual principle comes to the fore, holding it in 
this moment of immediacy as a mystical content, clothed in a natural form. At the highest stage of the historical 
development of religion - in Christianity - history becomes the form in which the spiritual content is known. In Hegel's 
philosophical interpretation, the mystical content of religion is “removed” by the dialectic of the spiritual “substance-
subject”.
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